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SUBJECT: RABIN ON PLO: SOPTER TONE, HIGHER ANTE 

BEGIN SUMMARY: RECENT RABIN INTERVIEW IN LE NOUVEL OBSERVA- 
TEUR HAS PROVOKED CRITICISM HERE POR APPARENTLY 
WEAKENING ISRAELI STANCE ON PLO BY STATING SPECIPIC CONDITION 
UNDER WHICH RECOGNITION MIGHT BE CONSIDERED. SINCE RABIN'S 
CONDITION IS RENUNCIATION BY PLO OF PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
COVENANT, HOWEVER, HIS REMARKS SEEM TO PROMISE CONTINUA- 
TION OP ISRAELI REFUSAL TO DEAL WITH PLO EVEN IN EVENT PLO 
WERE TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL AND ACCEPT RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338. 
END SUMMARY 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED: ISRAELI PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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COVERAGE TO REMARKS BY PRIMIN RABIN CONCERING POSSIBILITY 
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OF DEALING WITH PLO IN INTERIVEW APPEARING IN JANUARY 5 
EDITION OF FRENCH WEEKLY EE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR. TREATMENT 
HERE HIGHLIGHTS HIS STATEMENT THAT, IN HYPOTHETICAL 
EVENT THAT PLO SHOULD RECOGNIZE ISRAEL, ISRAEL WILL DETERMINE 
THE IMPLICATIONS FROM A PRACTICAL VIEWPOINT AND WILL DRAW 
APPROPRIATE CONCLUSIONS. 

2. HAARETZ EDITORIAL JANUARY 5, UNDER HEADLINE "RABIN CHANGES 
POSTURE," CRITICIZES PRIME MINISTER EOR WEAKENING CURRENT 
ISRAELI POSITION OP REPUSING TO TALK WITH PLO UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND FOR MOVING TOWARD "YARIV FORMULA." ACCORDING 
TO EDITORIAL, "IT HAS BECOME CLEAR THAT THE PLO HAS CEASED 

TO BE 'MOUT OP THE QUESTION' AS AMATTER OF PRINCIPLE." HAARETZ 
DEDUCES THAT "IT IS NOT ISRAEL'S PERSUASIVE POWER THAT HAS 
BEEN DECISIVE, BUT THE POWER OP INPLUENCE WHICH ORIGINATES 
IN WASHINGTON." 

3. RABIN WAS ALSO TAKEN TO TASK FOR INTERVIEW AT JANUARY 5 
KNESSET MEETING BY MKS MELAMED (NRP) AND LANDAU (HERUT- 
LIKUD). LATTER IS QUOTED AS SAYING "NOW THE WORLD KNOWS 
THAT WE ARE READY TO SIT WITH ARAPAT." 

4. LOCAL NEWS STORIES ALSO MENTION PACT THAT IN SAME INTER- 
VIEW RABIN EMPHASIZED THAT CHANGE IN PLO POLICY WOULD HAVE 
TO INCLUDE RENUNCIATION OF PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COVENANT. 

AT CABINET SESSION JANUARY 4, RABIN REPORTEDLY UNDERSCORED 
THIS POINT AND STRESSED THAT HIS APPROACH THEREFORE DIPFERED 
PROM THAT OP U.S., WHICH POSTULATES NEGOTIATIONS WITH PLO 

IP PLO "ONLY" RECOGNIZES ISRAEL AND ACCEPTS UNSC RESOLU- 
TIONS 242 AND 338. IN CRITICIZING THIS PORTION OP INTER- 
VIEW SPECIPICALLY, HAARETZ EDITORIAL SAYS "RABIN EVEN 
MENTIONED... THE PRICE THAT THE PLO WOULD HAVE TO PAY IN ORDER 
TO OBTAIN PROM US ITS LICENSE.' " 

5. JANUARY 5 EDITION OF INTERNATIONAL HERALD 
TRIBUNE TREATS INTERVIEW UNDER HEADING "RABIN EASES 
STAND." END UNCLASSIPIED 

6. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: COMMENT: BOTH HERALD TRIBUNE AND 
HAARETZ HAVE HIGHLIGHTED SLIGHTLY MORE POSITIVE TONE OP 
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NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR INTERVIEW. TWO MKS HAVE DONE LIKEWISE, 

TAKING RABIN TO TASK EOR SPECIPYING IN CONCRETE TERMS WHAT 
PLO MUST DO TO ACHIEVE RECOGNITION PROM ISRAEL. NEVERTHELESS, 

IN SPECIPYING PLO RENUNCIATION OP PAT .F.STINI ANNATION AT , 

COVENANT IT WOULD APPEAR THAT RABIN HAS CONSIDERABLY 
RAISED THE ANTE NECESSARY EOR THE PLO TO JOIN THE NEGOTIATING 
GAME. INSO DOING, HESEEMS TO HAVE MET A MAJOR 
CONCERN OF ISRAELI OFPICIALS-WHAT TO DO IP THE PLO (AT 
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JANUARY 12 UNSC MEETING OR ELSEWHERE) WERE TO ISSUE A STATE- 
MENT WHICH WAS VAGUE ON SPECIFICS BUT NEVERTHELESS ACCEPTABLE 
TO WORLD OPINION OR, MORE PARTICULARLY, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

BY LINKING ISRAELI RECOGNITION OF THE PLO TO ITS RENUNCIATION 
OF THE COVENANT (WHICH FROM HERE SEEMS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY), 
RABIN HAS IN FACT REDUCED THE LIKELIHOOD OF THE TWO PARTIES 
FINDING A COMMON GROUND. 

IN FACT, BRING COVENANT INTO PICTURE COULD IMPLY 

THAT NOT EVENCLEAR PLO STATEMENT RECOGNIZING ISRAEL AND 

ACCEPTING RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 WILL SUFFICE. 

DUNNIGAN 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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